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tremulous curtains of heat as though they hang between realities..There was an otter in our brook.In spite of her nature, Agnes could not find forgiveness in her heart this
time. Words of absolution clotted in her throat. Her bitterness dismayed her, but she could not deny it..Swinging toward the open door, he saw that the dead detective was
true to his word: He wasn't here..With everyone in the diner now aware of Junior, with every head turned toward him and with every wary eye tracking him, he dropped the
bun cap and the mustard dispenser on the floor. Barging through the swinging gate at the end of the lunch counter, he entered the narrow work area behind it..Shuddering,
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rubbing furiously at himself, he stumbled into the bathroom. In the mirror, he confronted a face he hardly recognized: swollen, lumpy peppered with red hives.."Stop it, stop
it! " Agnes, only ten years old, slender and shaking, but wild with righteousness, until now held in thrall by her own fear, by the memory of all the beatings that she herself
has taken. She screams at their father and strikes him with a book she's brought from the house. The Bible. She strikes their father with the Bible, from which he's read to
them every night of their lives. He drops the roses, tears the holy book out of Agnes's hands, and pitches it across the yard. He rakes up a handful of the scattered roses,
intending to make his son resume this dinner of sin, but here comes Agnes once more, the Bible recovered, brandishing it at him, and now she says what all of them know
to be true but what none of them has ever dared say, what even Agnes herself will never again dare to say after this day, not while the old man lives, but she dares to say it
now, holding the Bible toward him, so he can see the gold-embossed cross upon the imitation-leather cover. "Murderer," Agnes says. "Murderer " And Edom knows that
they're all as good as dead now, that their father will slaughter them right here, right this minute, in his rage. "Murderer," she says accusingly, behind the shield of the Bible,
and she doesn't mean that he is killing Edom, but that he killed their mother, that they heard him in the night, three years before, heard the short but awful struggle, and
know that what happened was no accident. Roses fall from his skinned and pierced hands, a flurry of petals yellow and petals red. He rises and takes a step toward Agnes,
his dripping fists crimson with his blood and with Edom's. Agnes doesn't back away, but thrusts the book toward him, and scintillant sunlight caresses the cross. Instead of
tearing the book out of her hands again, their father stalks away, into the house, surely to return with club or cleaver ... yet they will see no more of him this day. Then
Agnes-with tweezers for the thorns, with a basin full of warm water and a washcloth, with iodine and Neosporin and bandages-kneels beside him in the yard. Jacob, too,
comes forth from the dark crawlspace under the porch, having watched in terror from behind the latticework skirt. He is shaking, crying, flushed with embarrassment
because he didn't intervene, although he was wise to hide, for the disciplinary beating of one twin usually leads to the pointless beating of the other. Agnes gradually settles
Jacob by involving him in the treatment of his brother's wounds, and to Edom she says, often thereafter, "I love your roses, Edom. I love your roses. God loves your roses,
Edom." Overhead, agitated wings quiet to a soft flutter, and the shrieking crows grow silent. The air pools as still and heavy as the water in a hidden lagoon within a secret
glade, in the perfect garden of the unfallen.....Angel, however, focused on a point in the air above the table. Faint furrows marked her brow for a moment, but then the frown
gave way to a smile..A delay of a few hours, before getting her under a physician's care, might still be risky. But so was forcing her into a local hospital to endure the
mortification she desperately wanted to avoid..More good American music. The Supremes were Negroes, sure, but Junior was not a bigot. Indeed, he had once made
passionate love to a Negro girl..At the front, a soft spotlight a focused on the life-size crucifix. The only additional illumination came from the small bulbs over the stations of
the cross, along both side walls, and from the flickering flames in the ruby glass containers on the votive-candle rack..Agnes found herself drifting up. A frightening sense of
weightlessness overcame her..The quarter, surely. The one that had not been in his robe pocket where it should have been, the previous Friday..No elevator. He didn't have
to worry that with no more warning than a ding, doors might slide open, admitting witnesses into the hall..The following morning, he canceled his German lessons. It was an
impossible language. The words were enormously long..Without using his flashlight, depending only on the moon, he ascended through the cemetery to the service
road..Highly impressed by the spot-on hyena scream with which Frieda had purged herself of the childhood emotional trauma inflicted by an authoritarian grandmother,
Junior asked her to go out with him..So much argued against the idea that they could succeed as a couple. In this age when race supposedly didn't matter anymore, it
sometimes seemed to matter more year by year. Age mattered, too, and at fifty, he was twenty-six years older than she was, old enough to be her father, as surely her
father would quietly but pointedly--and repeatedly!-observe. He was highly educated, with multiple medical degrees, and she had gone to art school.."It's that bad and
worse," Grace said firmly. "Even if they catch him, you're going to live with the quiet fear that he might escape one day. As long as you know he can find you, then you're
never going to be completely at peace. And if you love this city so much that you'll put Angel in jeopardy ... then who have you been listening to all these years, girl?
Because it hasn't been me.".And had Phimie, retrieved from death by the resuscitation procedures of the surgical team, repaid Nella's kindness with her own stunning
message to Lipscomb?.As though frightened of the gentle certainty in Celestina's eyes, the doctor turned away from he, and toward the window once more..Maria's face
gathered into a frown, like a piece of brown cloth cinched by a series of whipstitches. "Six lessons.".In the kitchen, he fussily avoided the blood and stepped around Victoria
to switch off both ovens. He killed the gas flame under the large pot of boiling water on the cook top..He sprang to his feet, or maybe only staggered up, depending on
whether his image of himself right now was pulp or real, and surveyed the scene, looking for the bandaged man. A few neighbors crossed the lawn toward Grace, and
others approached along the street. But the killer was gone..playing cards, Agnes fixated on Deed's blond bangs, which curled across his broad brow..Junior needed
something in his life, a missing element without which he could never be complete, something more than a heart mate, more than German or French, or karate, and for as
long as he could remember, he'd been searching for this mysterious substance, this enigmatic object, this skill, this thingumajigger, this dowhacky, this flumadiddle, this
force or person, this insight, but the problem was that he didn't know what he was searching for, and so often when he seemed to have found it, he hadn't found it after all,
therefore he worried that if ever he did find it, then he might throw it away, because he would not realize that it was, in fact, the very jigger or gigamaree that he'd been in
search of since childhood..Celestina expected to be taken to a waiting room, but instead the nun escorted her to surgical prep..The pendulous bellies of the rain-swollen
clouds were no darker than when he had first come to the cemetery, yet they appeared more ominous now than earlier..Third, Celestina had a daughter. Not a boy named
Bartholomew. Seraphim's baby had been a girl. Named Angel. This confused Junior as much as it stunned him..He considered calling her, but he didn't know what he would
say if she answered..She sat on the end of the table, where Barty had sat, now at eye level with the standing physician..Letting go of Maria, lowering her hand to her heart,
Agnes said, "I want to see him." After making the sign of the cross, Maria said, "They must to have keeped him in the eggubator until he is not dangerous. When the nurse
comes, I will make her to tell me when the baby is to be safe. But I can't be leave you. I watch. I watch over.".After the song concluded, Junior felt better. His heartbeat soon
returned to normal. The damp palms of his hands grew dry..Even Angel, mere wisp of a cherubim, couldn't squeeze through a seven-inch opening..Needlepoint provided no
sanctuary. Junior's hands trembled just badly enough to make accurate stitchery impossible..In the six weeks since conception, she must have missed at least one
menstrual period. She hadn't complained of morning sickness, but surely she'd experienced it. It was highly unlikely that she'd been unaware of her condition.
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